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President Lyndon Johnson approved National Hispanic Heritage Week in 1968. 
The week was expanded by President Ronald Reagan in 1988 to cover a 30-day 
period. The HREI is celebrating September 2012 as Hispanic Heritage Month.  
Hispanics can trace long roots in the U.S. When the English founded Plymouth 
in 1620, Santa Fe, in today’s state of New Mexico, was celebrating its first 
decade and St. Augustine, in current-day Florida, was having its 55th 
anniversary.  
 
Spaniard Juan Ponce de León was the first confirmed European to land in the 
continental U.S. in 1513. Within 30 years of Ponce de León's landing in Florida, 
the Spanish were the first Europeans to reach the Appalachian Mountains, the 
Grand Canyon and the Great Plains.  
 
Currently, the U.S. Census Bureau estimates that 48.4 million people in the 
United States are Hispanic. In other words, 16 percent of the U.S. population 
has origins from Spain, Mexico, or the Spanish-speaking countries of Central 
and South America and the Caribbean. The Bureau estimates that the numbers 
of Hispanics will grow to 133 million, or 30 percent of the U.S. population, by 
2050.  
 
Now, more than ever, Hispanic Americans play major roles in shaping the 
American way of life. Hispanics serve on the U.S. Supreme Court and in two 
Cabinet posts, including the Departments of Labor and Interior. The influence 
of Hispanic culture can be seen throughout the American experience, from 
sports to the sciences, and from the arts to our economy.  
 
In today’s troubled U.S. economy, Hispanic businesses are a bright spot. In the 
last five-year period for which commerce statistics are available, the revenue 
of Hispanic-owned businesses jumped by an amazing 55 percent, to nearly 
$350 billion. According to Forbes magazine, the contribution of Hispanic 
businesses to the economy is one reason why some believe that Hispanic-
owned businesses will be leading the economic recovery in the U.S.  


